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 ______________________________________________ 
As I begin my 4th year as Principal here at Jefferson, I would 

like to take time and celebrate.  Not just celebrating the return 

of a new school year, but celebrating what is right with life 

and what is right with Jefferson.  When I first arrived here at Jefferson, I had no idea how powerful this place 

can be.  But with a clear vision, passion and creativity of the entire staff, students and parents, it is obvious that 

Jefferson is not only a great school, but a great community.   

 

Celebrating What’s Right with the World, not only keeps us open to possibilities, it gives us energy.  Instead of 

griping about what’s wrong with the situation let us find what’s right with it?  By celebrating the best it allows 

us to connect with our passion, and OUR passion is teaching.  Incredible things happen throughout the school 

year, and we want to be sure that we keep our minds open to all the possibilities, and not miss anything.   The 

entire staff is committed to making this school year better than the last.  I look forward to Meet the Teacher 

Night on September Wednesday, September 6th to share our goals and vision for the upcoming school year.    

With that...  Take time and celebrate! 
 

How Can Parents Help? 
 

Parents ask us all the time, “how can they help their child to succeed in school?”   Here are some simple things 

you can do at home to ensure a great school year for your child. 

 Make sure your child attends school daily and arrives on time, ready for the day’s experience. 

 Complete all classwork and homework assignments given by the teachers. 

 Takes time to ready daily at home. 

 Shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of his/her school life. 

 Knows that you expect him/her to succeed in school. 
 

Volunteer 
 

Please consider becoming a volunteer at Jefferson as our students can greatly benefit from your involvement 

and contributions to the school’s program and its operation.  We seek volunteers to help us with the following 

activities: 

 Teacher led instructional support, usually in the classroom. 

 Reading with children who need extra help. 

 School wide events sponsored by our PTO. 

 Working in the media center. 

Remember you must have a Background Check form completed and turned in to the office before you can 

volunteer. 

 

The staff and I feel privileged to be part of the Jefferson community.  We look forward to a great school year 

that will focus on having clear expectations to improve student achievement and continue to build strong 

relationships with our school community.                  Sincerely, Keith Karpinski 

 



 

 

COLOR FUN RUN 2017 

Jefferson Elementary 

Friday September 15, 2017 

This event has always been a great fundraiser for the PTO and FUN for the students. It helps 

generate funds for the many activities the PTO sponsors including field trips, assemblies, 

safety programs, 5th grade camp, classroom supplies and more.  Each child will run and or walk 

during the 30-minute time period.  All students will participate no matter the level of donation 

and each child will receive a Popsicle treat at the end of their time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jefferson Elementary School is a designated Title I schools.  Schools designated as “Title 1” schools are 

supported through a federally funded program designed to help children reach high academic standards, 

support staff, and or resource materials. 

 
Vision Statement – The fundamental purpose of the Jefferson Elementary School is to ensure high levels of learning for all students 
Mission Statement – The Jefferson School Community is dedicated to the belief that all students can learn.  We are committed to 
providing an atmosphere for learning that meets the changing needs of our students.  



 
 

Jefferson School Times 2017-2018 

8:15 AM – 3:29 PM 
 

On rainy mornings or when the temperature falls below 15 degrees, students will be allowed inside the school 

 5 minutes before the bell rings.   

 

With the incumbent weather approaching, please leave your house earlier in the morning to avoid the parking 

lot congestion.  Children can wait in their warm parked car in the morning until the bell rings.  

 

 

Breakfast and Lunch Prices 
Breakfast $1.50    Reduced Breakfast -$ .30 

Milk -$ .60 

Lunch - $2.75     Reduced Lunch - $ .40 

 
Please fill out the Free & Reduced Lunch Application online at: 

www.wcskids.net and follow the direct link: lunchapp.com for quicker response time. 

 
Breakfast in the Jefferson Café – Door # 1 opens at 7:55 am  

 
Students riding the bus will eat their breakfast in the Café upon arrival. 

 
 

 
Please help us provide a healthy environment for education by eliminating vaccine-preventable 
disease.  Letters notifying parents of missing immunizations will be mailed home throughout the 
school year. Children who have not completed the required immunizations in the time allotted will be 
excluded from school. 

 
Immunizations are available from the health department at a minimal fee, 
and they are open late on Thursday. 
Macomb County Health Dept. 
27690 Van Dyke – Suite B  
Warren, MI  48093  
586-465-8090 
Tues–Fri. 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Thursday – 8:30 am to 6:00 pm 
 

Michigan State Law, Section 92 of P.A. 368 of 1978 and the Macomb County Immunization Regulations enacted September 27, 1979, 
prohibit a principal and/ or teacher from allowing your child to attend class without the required immunizations. 

       

http://www.wcskids.net/


 

 

When Your Child is Going to Be Absent from School 

Call 586 825 2680 - Option 2 

 

 

 
Please call the Absence Line at 586 825 2680 and press “2” to record your child’s absence.  This is a 24 hour 7 

day a week Absence Line. 

 

Please wait for the tone, then say your name, your child’s name, teacher name and/or grade level. 

Please tell us if your child will be absent or late and the reason (for example, sick, appointment, family issue.) 

 

If you have a family vacation planned and your child will be absent for more than one day, please write a note 

to tell us the dates of your child’s absence, and deliver it to the Jefferson School Office. 

 

Also, if you plan to pick up your child for an appointment, please write a note and place it in your 

child’s blue folder to be returned to school.          Thank You,  Jaime Vitale 
 

 

 

 

 
The Smile Program utilizes locally licensed dentists and hygienists, with the 
latest technology in portable equipment, to provide fillings, extractions, as well 
as other dental work to our students. 
 

Mobile Dentists are an on-site school based dental outreach providers.  Their 
mission is to bring state of the art, dental care to those students in need in the 

most comfortable and effective way possible.  They will be at Jefferson 
October 27 and 30, and return to do restorative care on November 3, and 

November 27 and 28. 

Thank you, 
Your In-School Dental Team 

 

 
 

 

Birthday Treats 
 

In order to help you choose appropriate Birthday Treats, we have set the following guidelines:   
 
Good Choice:   Cookies 
Better Choice:  Prepackaged healthy snacks such as Goldfish Crackers, pretzels, or fruit bars 

Best Choice:  Pencils, erasers, stickers, etc. 
 

Treats should be “nut-free and delivered at the beginning of the day. 
 



DOES YOUR CHILD NEED MEDICATION? 
 

If your child is required to take prescribed medication, and/or over the counter medications 

due to a medical condition, a “Request for Administration of Prescribed Medication” needs to 

be completed by you and your child’s doctor.  This includes prescribed medication as well as 

inhalers, and over the counter medications such as Tylenol, Motrin, cough drops and cough 

syrup.     Forms are available in the office.  

The office staff CANNOT administer medication without a completed form.   

 

 

 

Safety Patrol News   
Safety Patrol is an important role that requires great commitment.  

You may have noticed some proud students standing staunchly at their designated 

corner or post.  Greet them with a smile! They are there to keep you safe on school property and at some 

designated crossings.    The students pledge to report to duty on time, to model good behavior, and to perform 

duties faithfully. 

The Crossing Guards you see daily are employees of the Sterling Heights Police Department.   They would like 

to remind you to use seat belts on all occupants of your car, no matter how short your drive, follow the posted 

speed limits and use turn indicators when necessary.   

The city of Sterling Heights has defined walking paths for you to follow in and out of the school property: 

 Northwest corner of Fox Hill at Carpathia 

 Southeast corner of Carpathia at Connie 

 Northwest corner of Connie at Carol 

 Denson at St Joseph 

If we use the paths identified, we can be sure to have a safe and successful year.   

 

 

 

 
 
Under Federal law, you as parents may request the following specific information about the professional 
qualifications of your children’s teachers: 

1. Whether the teacher has met the state qualifications/licensing for their grade level/subjects. 
2.  Whether the teacher is on a temporary permit or waiver. 
3. The teacher’s majors, graduate certificates/degrees, and discipline fields.   
4. Paraprofessional services and qualifications. 

For further information, please call Jefferson at 586 825-2680. 



 
 

Your child’s safety is Jefferson’s primary concern; therefore, 
 we need your help and cooperation in the parking lot. 

 
We need everyone to SLOW DOWN!  There are no posted speeds but I suggest keeping it to 10MPH or 

less while driving in the lot or exiting the Jefferson campus.  The morning presents a series of 

problems.  The buses are dropping off the students and parents have to understand that the buses need 

to get in and out safely.  Parking in unmarked spaces creates a hazard for the bus drivers while they 

navigate through traffic.  We ask that you use the drop off lane in the morning.  We have placed cones out 

to serve as a reminder for parents to which lane is the drop off lane.  DO NOT drop off on the left lane.  This can be a 

hazard to your child and others.    If you choose to wait and find a parking spot, park and walk your child up to the door.  

Please DO NOT get out of your car while in the drop off lane.  It is important that you pull up as far as you can in the 

drop off lane to allow more cars to enter the parking lot.   

Breakfast is open at 7:55AM.  Many of our parents are using this option to get their child here on time and avoid some 

of the traffic when the bell rings.  We will continue to monitor our procedures and change our plan if needed to keep 

our community safe. 

So please think about the following requests that will help keep our students safe. 

 SLOW DOWN 

 Use the drop off lane in the AM (right lane, separated by cones) 

 No parking in the Drop Off Lane, EVER. 

 Don’t allow students to get out on the driver’s side. 

 Stay off cell phones while dropping your child off in the morning. 

 Don’t carry children across the car path, this is dangerous for you and your child. 

 Be prepared in the AM, stopping to unload trunks, backpacks, signing agendas, giving lunch money, should be 

taken care of ahead of time. 

 Be courteous to other drivers and parents walking, set good examples for our children.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have patience, follow these Guidelines, and our parking lot will be safer for everyone. 

Thank you for your continued support! 



  

 
September 06  Open House A-L   5:30 PM – 6:30 PM 

             M-Z   7:00 PM- 8:00 PM  

September 12 PTO Meeting – 6:30 pm in Cafe 

September 15 PTO Sponsored Fun Run 

September 22 Half Day, Dismissal 11:33 am 

September 29 Parent Coffee Talk 8:30 am in Cafe 

October 04  Count & Picture Day, more details to follow 

October 13  Half Day, Dismissal 11: 33 am 

October 27  Half Day, Dismissal 11:33 am 

November 7  Election Day – No School 

November 11  Half Day, Dismissal 11:33 am 

November 20 Evening Parent Teacher Conferences 

November 21 Afternoon & Evening Parent Teacher Conferences 

   Half Day School, Dismissal 11:33 am 

 

 

Jefferson Parent Coffee Talk 

Our first Coffee Talk of the 2017-2018 school year will be Friday, 

September 29th from 8:30 am – 9:30 am.  We will be having a guest 

speaker, Nidaa Samona, Senior Vice President of Operations at Michigan’s 

Arab-American and Chaldean Council.  She will be here to speak and share resources from 

her organization.  Please save the date and join us for the September Coffee Talk ! 
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PTO NEWS Welcome Back Jefferson Families!!  

We would like to take this opportunity to introduce the PTO Board for 2017/2018:  

    Tracey Morris, President  

 Jennifer Galadaik, Secretary 

 Jennifer Zyczynski, Treasurer 

We are looking forward to working together to make this a fun-filled year! 

Our PTO has a terrific group of parent volunteers who devote a tremendous amount of time 
to make Jefferson Elementary a great place to learn.  We always have more to be done and 
would love to have more parents get involved.  We look forward to seeing you at our next 
PTO meeting! 

            Watch for more information on our first PTO meeting – hope to see you there! 

 

 

              Thank You 

A “very special thank you” to Mr. Hoffman, Ms. Angela Wright, and for 

all their hard work to get the school “spic & span” for the first day of 

school.  Jefferson Shines!    

 

 

 

. 


